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IPSWICH — The rockets’ red

glare seared it, bombs bursting in
air shot through it. For eight days
R TR e | B | 1944,
Veterans Day g]]d‘me Glory
observances y.yed silently
B Valley fisting,  gver unspeak-
Page 3. able carnage,

=TT sthen Jeftrthe
battlefield tucked into a sailor’s
spare boot.

Now, it’s coming home, and for
four hours tomorrow, the publie
will have a chance to view a rare
relic from D-Day on Omaha Beach,
an American flag presented to a
British seaman who was separated
from his own troops.

Originally the banner of a Navy
amphibious force, the flag will be
returned to the Navy on June 6,
2004, the 60th anniversary of D-
Day. But tomorrow it will be an
honored guest in Ipswich, at the
traditional 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month, as part of
the town’s tribute to Veterans Day.

Then it will be marched up the
street to the Historieal Society’s
Heard House Museum, where it
will be displayed until 4 p.m.

'aefe'anner) makes Way home

“It’s a great, really national trea-
sure,” says Peter Coleman of Bev-
erly, who was given the flag by the
British sailor’s widow follewing his
death. “We're happy to share it.”

Time will never heal the wounds
in this flag, and maybe that's 2 good

“thing. It won't be many years be-

fore the other survivors of that
bloody day, when Americans at
(Omaha Beach suffered 60 percent
of all Allied casualties, will have
joined their fallen comrades, and
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PAUL BILODEAU/Staff photo
Peter Coleman kneels next to an American flag that flew over Omaha
Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944. Coleman will present the flag to the
Navy on the D-Day anniversary next year.

the flag will remain as a stark re-
minder of bravery, madness and
death.

A loyal subject

When the largest invasion force
ever assembled set out for the Nor-
mandy beaches on D-Day, the
youngest commander in the Royal
Navy was at the helm of a landing-

Please see FLAG, Page 2
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FLAG: Battered ﬂég rhaking 1ts way home

B Continued from Page 1

craft repair team. SubLit. Douglas
Edmonds was just 18, and in com-
mand of LBE 38, a slow, awkward
craft that soon fell behind the rest of
its flotilla in the rough seas.

In an interview with a British
newspaper on the 50th anniversary
of D-Day, Edmonds provided a nar-
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rative account of the day.

“Charts were in pitifully short
supply,” Edmonds seid. “In order to
steer our course, we had torelyona
cutting from the Daily Graphic, a
tabloid newspaper of the day.”

Edmonds set a course he hoped
would bring him and his men to Gold
Beach, in the British sector of the in-
vasion. But at 9 a.m., he had a
change of heart when he spotted a
group of U.S. ships and altered
course to join them.

“Unlike some others, I did not
want to risk landing single-handed
in German-occupied France,” Ed-
monds =aid.

But when land was sighted at 4
p.m., Edmonds realized they were
headed for the western end of Oma-
ha Beach, “the most murderous sec-
tor of all, for the Allied forces had
failed to knock out the enemy’s
heavy gun emplacements,” Ed-
monds said.

Drawing his revolver, Edmonds
headed LBE 38 toward the beach,
where he and his men would remain
for the next seven days. The toll that
first day was staggering.

“At 7 pm., 2 wave of reinforee-
ments arrived, each group adding
its blood to the water's edge as it
splashed ashore under saturation
fire,” Edmonds said in the inter-
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The Eagle-Tribune will publish a morning
edition. The business office will be open
from 8 a.m. fo 3 p.m. and the circulation
offices will be open from 6:30 a.m. to
4pm.

Transportation. There will be no local bus
sarvice or EZTrans service by the Merri-
mack Yalley Regional Transit Authority.
Trombly Commuter Service, the Methuen-
Boston commuter bus fine, will run regular
service. The MBTA will offer regular weekly
commuter rail service,

FLAG VIEWING

What: Display of American Flag that flew
over Omaha Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944,
Where: [pswich Historical Society, Heard
House Museum, 54 S. Main St Ipswich.
When: Tuesday, Nov. 11, noon fo 4 p.m.
Cost: Free. The society’s “A Call to Arms”
exhibit will also be on display.

view. “A third wave followed, taking
cover under the bodies of their fallen
comrades.”

Edmonds and his men provided
such valuable support during the in-
vasion, a U.S. Navy beachmaster
presented him with an American
flag that had flown on a U.S. landing
craft at the beachhead. Edmonds
put it in a spare boot.

After rejoining his own troops,
Edmonds served three more years
in the Royal Navy, but he knew his
life now had a higher purpose.

“When we set sail for Normandy,
Twas alad of 18,” he said. “That one
long day ,which was to alter the
course of the war, also altered my
life. In just 16 hours, my youth was

extinguished. I set sail Rr%aregi to
give my life for the king of Holand,
and I returned resolved to give the

rest of my life to the king of kings.”
A life of service

Edmonds was true to his word.
He became a missionary after the
war, and spent the rest of his life
performing humanitarian work in
South America.

That is where Beverly’s Coleman
comes into the story. He is the pres-
ident of Peace and Hope Trust,
which since 1991 has raised money
to build schools and hire teachers in
the poorest parts of Nicaragua.

Edmonds was planning to bring a
group of youths to Nicaragua to help
build a sehool in 2001, but died two
weeks before he could do so. His
widow decided the battle-scarred
flag her hushand kept all those years
should go back to America, and gave

it to Coleman’s organization.

Coleman has coordinated the ef-
fort to bring the flag full-circle.
There’s talk of having a commemo-
rative postage stamp produced for
the 60th anniversary of D-Day, with
the flag as the image. It will be hand-
ed over to the Navy on the beach at
Little Creek Naval Basein Virginia,
with landing eraft once again aceom-
panying it.

David Kercher, an Ipswich resi-
dent who volunteers at the Histori-
cal Society, works with Coleman and
knew of the flag.

“He was talking to us one day and
asked if we'd be interested in dis-
playing it,” said Stefanie Muscat, the
society’s director.

Muscat jumped at the opportuni-
ty.”1 don't know if it’s the only one,
(flag surviving from the invasion),
but it's one of a very few,” she said.

Last spring, the society opened its
“A Call to Arms” exhibit, a collection
of artifacts and memoirs of Ipswich
residents in wartime. Tomorrow the
exhibit will be moved from the upper
room where it spent the summer to
the first floor of the museum to
make it more accessible to veterans.

On the last day the exhibit will be
open to the public, the tattered flag
will be the &%ﬁ'ﬁecelf’rﬁiﬁe the
only opportunity for the public to
view it locally, since it isn’t clear
what plans the Navy has for it.

Whatever its future, Muscat said,
its past is evident.

“Tt’s clearly been through hell.”

Staff urriter Steve Landwehr may
be contacted by phone at (978) 922-
123}, or by e-mail af slandwehr@ec-
HEWS.COML.
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REQUEST AND APPROVAL FOR LOAN OR LEASE OF EQUIPMENT AND LOAN OR LEASE AGREEMENT

For use of this form, see AR  700-131; the proponent agency is 116th IRF, Museum Director



PAGE NO

1

NO. OF PAGES

1









REQUIRED DELIVERY DATE

 O/A 1 June 2016





LOAN OR LEASE (Check one)	ILOAN/LEASE AGREEMENT NUMBER (When Approved) NA.

(X) LOAN or [  ] LEASE









ADDRESS OF ACCOUNTABLE OFFICER

Edward C. Norman, 1229 Hillwell, Road, Chesapeake, VA 23322

EXPIRATION DATE OF LOAN/LEASE



30 Jan 2017





SECTION A (To be completed by Requester/Lessee)





1. NAME AND ADDRESS OF ACTIVITY (Include UIC)

116th Infantry Regiment Foundation, Inc. (501(c) 3, 566 Lee Highway, Verona, VA 23322





2. ITEM DESCRIPTION (Include LIN and NSN and Quantity Required) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]D-Day OMAHA USA Beach Flag and Display Exhibit in Case.





3. OTHER ITEMS REQUIRED (Show item, page no. of request and agency to which request was submitted. A separate request is required for each item.)



None





4. EQUIPMENT TO BE SHIPPED TO (include DODAAC, if applicable)

Will be picked up and transported by the Accountable Officer with support for loading in POV.





5. FUND CITE FOR PC&H AND TRANSPORTATION COSTS

NA





6. COMPLETE JUSTIFICATION including PROPOSED DURATION OF LOAN/LEASE (If additional space is needed, use reverse)

The Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the start of World War II and 72nd D-Day Anniversary observed by the 116th Infantry Regiment Foundation and Museum, 566 Lee Highway, Verona, VA 24482.  The 116th Infantry RCT, Landed by the United States Navy, on OMAHA Beach June 6, 1944.  The Flag will be on exhibit until Jan 2017.





7. CERTIFICATION

I certify that I am the authorized individual to request loan/lease of US Navy equipment, and. if this request is approved, agree to pay all authorized charges including PC&H, transportation, and repair costs for other than fair wear and tear, and agree to abide by all conditions specified for Loan/Lease of Army materiel by AR 700-131•





8. TYPED NAME, GRADE, AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

EDWARD C NORMAN,

COLONEL, INFANTRY (RETIRED)

116th Museum Director, 757-635-4856



8a. SIGNATURE

8b. DATE





SECTION B - {To be completed by the activity having custody of item)





9. NAME AND ADDRESS OF ACTIVITY

JEB, Fort Story and Little Creek, Norfolk, VA





10. REQUESTED ITEM [X] (Enter NSN)

D-Day OMAHA Beach Flag and Display Exhibit Case.

SUBSTITUTE ITEM] (Enter NSN)) NA.

10a. AVAILABILITY (Check one)

WITH READINESS IMPACT	[  ]   WITHOUT READINESS IMPACT [X]

NOT AVAILABLE	[  ]





10b. APPROVAL AUTHORITY FOR LOAN/LEASE (Based upon above data and Table 2-1, AA 700-131) NA. VOCO, Joint Expeditionary Base Commander Little Creek Fort Story, 2600 Tarawa Ct. Ste. 100 Virginia Beach, VA  23459-3297





11. FOR LOANS/LEASES WITH IMPACT {Provide the following information to HODA)





11a.  AUTHORIZED  1	I ON HAND (Worldwide) - NA

QTY D/1 PER MONTH - NA

PRODUCED	OVERHAULED





11 b. QTY 0/H CONUS DEPOT BY PURPOSE CODE

none

11c.  QTY BACKORDERED BY MACOM

none





11d. IMACT OF LOAN/LEASE APPROVAL AND ACTIVITY RECOMMENDATION

Loan supports Joint Service Collaboration to make the public aware of our military history and proud Heritage.





12. TYPED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Spencer Lane

Assistant Public Affairs Officer

















SECTION C - (Action by final approval authority)





13. [X] APPROVED	DENIED	[ ] OTHER)





14. NAME AND TITLE OF APPROVING AUTHORITY

14a. SIGNATURE

14b. DATE



















































































































12a. SIGNATURE	12b. DATE
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